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January / February 2012  

Do  not  place  in  or  on  mailboxes  

VECA Annual Meeting and Membership Drive 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 
 

VECA Annual Meeting 
 

Saturday, January 28, 9:00am - 11:00am 
St. Therese Little Flower Catholic Church 

Fellowship Hall 
1644 Jackson Ave (at N. Belvedere) 

 
Potluck Breakfast: 9:00 am 
Annual Meeting: 10:00 am 

 
Bring your favorite breakfast food 
VECA will have coffee and juice 

Join Your Neighbors ñ Join VECA 

We are VECA 

You are VECA 

VECA is us together! 

Come one, come all 
to our neighborhood affair 

a gathering of food 
and people who care. 

Keep your calendar clear 
for the January date 

And bring a yummy plate 
be it breakfast or brunch fare 

The theme for the VECAôs strategic planning initiative is a 
familiar one: We are VECA ï You are VECA ï VECA is us 
Together!  
 Indeed, we are all in this together, and we thank everyone 
for attending the four strategic planning meetings held in 
October and November. Next up is to come to the VECA 
Annual Meeting to hear an update on the Strategic Planning 
Initiative! This is an exciting time for the neighborhood and 
we look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting! 
 Vollintine Evergreen is a great neighborhood because of 
your volunteer efforts! Since 1970 VECA neighbors have been 
working together to keep our community a livable place. 
VECA's mission is ñto maintain a quality residential 
neighborhood through the volunteer efforts of the 
neighborhood's residents.ò Without you, the effort would 
cease and we appreciate everything you do! Thank you! 
 January is also VECAôs Membership Month. Dues to the 
Vollintine Evergreen Community Association are annual and 

traditionally are renewed in January each year. Membership 
Month culminates at the VECA Annual Meeting, Saturday, 
January 28 where dues paying members elect the new board.  
 Your dues raise money for the volunteer work done in the 
neighborhood. Volunteers run the organization and your dues 
support projects, events and the Welcome Center at 1680 
Jackson Avenue. VECA receives additional revenue from the 
homes and apartments which VECA owns and are managed by 
volunteers.   
 Being a member of VECA is the first step in involvement. 
VECA membership is from January to December. Please join 
now. If 2,000 residents join at the $30 level we would raise 
$60,000 for neighborhood projects; if 1000 residents join at 
$30 we could raise $30,000. Last year 300 residents joined 
VECA. Letôs increase the number this year!  
 Join your neighbors and join VECA now. All dues are tax 

deductible. 
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Ploughõs Halfway Mark 
By Werner Viser 
With the first year and a half of the Rhodes -
Plough Transforming Communities Grant 
behind us, we are seeing many positive 
changes in the Vollintine Evergreen 
Community. With the goal of capacity-building 
in both the Midtown North 
and VECA neighborhoods, 
the grant has produced a 
number of success stories 
throughout the area. 
Whether through the 
establishment of community 
gardens, neighborhood 
clean-ups, community 
building, or business 
revitalization, the Plough 
Grant has made a positive 
mark on the community as 
a whole. 
 Over the past year and a half, 
many proposals have come into the 
VECA Welcome Center showcasing 
how involved and passionate 
neighbors are about keeping VECA 
safe, desirable, and the sustainable 
neighborhood that it is.  
 Many of the grants that have 
been awarded revolve around 
environmental issues. Residents on 
Lyndale Street have been working on 
a community garden that was built 
on a vacant lot donated to VECA. 
Rhodes student and environmental 
intern, Chelsea Peters, has been working 
alongside the neighbors on the project.  
 Chelsea has a vast background in ñgreenò 
initiatives and learned how to build a compost 
tumbler that can be used by all of the 
neighbors at the garden. Chelsea says, ñAfter 
a successful summer harvest at the Lyndale 
Community Garden, residents and volunteers 
were happy to plant fall greens and begin 
preparing the beds for spring. In addition to 
the garden, volunteers 
also cleaned a couple 
vacant lots on the street 
that will soon be sites for 
flower and tree 
plantings. The Lyndale 
Community Garden has 
now joined Grow 
Memphis for a greater 
community experience.ò  
 With the support of 
the grant, a commercial-
grade mower has been 
purchased to maintain 
the lot, fruit trees have 
been planted, and fall 

produce flourished thanks to the tireless work 
of the neighbors.   
 With the help of the Plough grant, 
neighbors have been working together to help 
keep their streets and neighborhood clean and 
safe.  

 A team of residents came together to clean 
Brown Avenue and coordinate the removal of 
a large tree that was restricting the view of a 
vacant lot. Another neighborhood group 
organized a successful effort to clean the 
alleys running between McLean and University 
to reduce both vermin and crime.  
 Plough grants have been used to support 
neighborhood togetherness and discussion. 
The VECA Fall Fest on October 13, 2011 was 

coordinated to help unify the community in a 
neighborhood-wide block party. Rhodes 
student and Neighborhood Network intern, 
Elise Hastings, helped immensely with the 
success of the VECA Fall Fest.  
 In speaking about the event and its 
preparation Hastings says, ñWe were able to 
distribute all of our block party kits, and the 
event was a success. We then planned a thank 
you party for the neighborhood block party 
organizers, where they would be able to 
socialize and write grants.ò More than thirteen 
streets came together on the 13 th to visit and 
discuss ideas for future projects in their own 
backyard.   
 A committee of VECA board members is 

currently working with consultant 
Shannon Dixon to develop a 
strategic planning initiative for 
VECA. Meetings were recently held 
in each quadrant of the community 
for neighbors to come and discuss 
their concerns. Rhodes student 
Marian Hill, VECAôs communications 
intern, helped with this endeavor. 
ñThe meetings gave residents within 
the community the opportunity to 
tell VECA what they hope to see 
happening in the neighborhood,ò 
says Hill. Hill worked to publicize and 
prepare for each of the four 
meetings. 
 One large accomplishment that 
has been made on the business side 

of the Plough grant is with the Springdale 
Community Plaza on Springdale Street 
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In the Heart of Memphis 

James Elliott, D.D.S.  
Dentistry with  

a Gentle touch 

 

10 S. Belvedere 

276-7042  

 

 

Belvedere Blvd at Madison Ave 

The Glenmary at Evergreen  
Independent Living and  

Assisted Living  
 

Making Every Moment Count  
For Seniors 55 and Better!  

Contact:  Richard Landers 
1550 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 

rlanders@veritasincare.com 
901.726.4881 

 

between Brown and Howell. The business owners in this area 
banded together at the onset of the grant, and have just completed 
the first phase of the project which includes painting of the 
buildings, new awnings and signs, litter cleanup, and the 
refurbishment of a lit sign for the plaza. Rhodes student Danielle 
Jones, the Springdale focused intern, has worked with each business 
to make sure they have what they need to write both their reports 
and proposals for future grants. Danielle has also worked to publicize 
the grant in this area. ñIôve finished a flyer for Springdale residents 
to inform them of the opportunities that they have because of the 
Grant,ò she states.   
 We hope that even bigger and better things are going to come in 
the second half of our Rhodes-Plough Transforming Communities 
Partnership. If you or anyone you know is interested in applying for 
a Plough Grant or would like any more information please contact 
Werner Viser at viserw@rhodes.edu or 901-843-3226. 

Did you Knowé 
 

�Š�� The Plough Grant is for both residential and business 

areas...this means you!  
�Š�� The Plough Grant spans both the Midtown North and VECA 

Neighborhoods. 
�Š�� Plough Grants usually range from $250-$1000. 

�Š�� The Plough Grant began in August 2010 and will conclude in 

May 2013. 
�Š�� Proposal forms can be found on the VECA website 

(www.veca.org)  
�Š�� The author of this article, Werner Viser, graduated from 

Rhodes in 2010, and manages the Plough grant as part of 
her post-graduate Fellowship. She is ready to answer any 
questions or concerns you might have as you are planning 
your project!!  

Plough Grant continued  

Thank You VECA Volunteers! 
 

�v�(�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���F�D�Q���E�H���J�U�H�D�W�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���D�Q�\�E�R�G�\���F�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�H����
You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You 
don't have to make your subject and your verb agree to 
serve.... You don't have to know the second theory of 
thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a 
�K�H�D�U�W���I�X�O�O���R�I���J�U�D�F�H�����$���V�R�X�O���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���O�R�Y�H���w���� 
 
~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 
�v�7�K�H���'�U�X�P���0�D�M�R�U���,�Q�V�W�L�Q�F�W�w 
Delivered at Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 
February 4, 1968 


