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Vollintine Evergreen Historic District (VEHD) Landmarks FAQ 

VECA is proud to be the 18th local historic district within the City of Memphis. We understand that you 
have questions and want to know what process to follow if you are doing exterior alterations or 
beginning a new construction project. The VECA Historic Committee is here to help you! 

VEHD has a set of Design Guidelines approved by the Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC). The 
Design Guidelines seek to assist property owners with maintaining and updating their properties within 
the V&E neighborhood. The design guidelines guide making decisions concerning new construction and 
renovations that affect the exterior-facing appearance of properties, as well as the overall character of 
the historic district. 

Who should use the Design Guidelines? Property owners, residents, real estate agents, architects, 
engineers, developers, contractors, tenants, and planners should use the Design Guidelines when 
planning for a project within the neighborhood.  

If you have questions related to VEHD’s Design Guidelines or questions about the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) process for your exterior work projects, contact VECA Historic Committee: 
Email: vecahistoric@gmail.com 
Phone: (901) 276-1782 
 
For questions related to new construction, a renovation, restoration, COA's and Building Permits, or to 
report Landmarks violations, contact Memphis Landmarks Commission staff:  
Mr. Brett Ragsdale, Deputy Administrator – Email: brett.ragsdale@memphistn.gov 
Ms. Ayse Tezel, Preservation Planner – Email: ayse.tezel@memphistn.gov 
Phone: (901) 636-6619 
 
Website: Memphis Landmarks Commission, https://www.develop901.com/landuse-
developmentservices/MemphisLandmarksCommission 

Website: DPD Online Permitting for COA’s and Building Permits, https://www.develop901.com 

Below are resources to help you understand & navigate the process for being a local landmarks historic 
district: 

1. Why is historic preservation important? 

• Historic preservation maintains/upholds the historic, architectural, and aesthetic character and 
heritage of a community or area, and helps to provide a sense of place and continuity.  

• It is an efficient use of resources.  
• It preserves old methods of workmanship.  
• It can add character and/or charm to a community, and emphasize its uniqueness. 
• It can provide an opportunity for the imaginative or creative use of a building that has stood 

empty because it outlived its previous use, and at the same time solve a community problem.  

Learn more at: https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/implement/physical-social-
environment/historic-
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preservation/main#:~:text=Historic%20preservation%20conserves%20resources%2C%20reduces,carbon
%20footprint%20of%20a%20building. 

2. Are there benefits to owning property in a Designated Historic Landmarks District? 

Landmarks designation benefits the entire community, including property owners, by helping to: 

• Promote economic development 
• Stabilize and enhance property values  
• Strengthen the local business environment   
• Protect our historic, cultural, and architectural heritage 
• Assist property owners with maintaining and updating their properties in order to sustain a 

cohesive and livable place with an attractive pedestrian-oriented environment 
• Stimulate creative design solutions for improvement projects 
• Enhance livability and contribute to a desirable neighborhood character 

3. What is a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)?  

A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is a building permit administered by Land Use and Development 
Services, formerly Office of Planning & Development (OPD), through the Memphis Landmarks 
Commission (MLC). OPD reviews all building permits & COA’s for exterior work.  

A COA is required for work done to the exteriors of buildings and to areas of the property visible, in 
whole or in part from and public street or right-of-way. Generally, visibility includes all portions of the 
front and side elevations that are visible from the adjacent street or sidewalk. Areas that would be 
visible but are currently obscured by landscaping are considered to be visible. Routine maintenance of a 
building/property that does not involve altering historic fabric does not need approval from the MLC 
unless it will change the exterior appearance.  

Summary of work requiring a COA includes:  

• New construction of primary or secondary buildings  
• Exterior alterations to existing structures  
• Additions or enclosures that expand habitable space  
• Building demolition  
• Building relocation  
• Fences, walls and retaining walls  
• New or altered driveways and parking pads 

In reviewing the COA application, the MLC uses the neighborhood’s Design Guidelines to provide a 
common basis for making decisions about work that may affect the appearance of individual properties 
and the overall character of the neighborhood.  

To view the VEHD Design Guidelines, visit 

https://www.develop901.com/landuse-developmentservices/MemphisLandmarksCommission 

The MLC charges a fee for a COA application. The fee schedule can be found at 
https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12856/MLC-Application-Fees?bidId= 
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For more information, visit https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-
COA-Application?bidId= 

4. What are the extra fees and things I have to do if I am going to have work done to my home 
because of the Landmarks designation? 

Landmarks designation only affects work done to the exteriors of buildings and to areas of the property 
visible, in whole or in part from and public street or right-of-way. Generally, visibility includes all 
portions of the front and side elevations that are visible from the adjacent street or sidewalk. Areas that 
would be visible but are currently obscured by landscaping are considered to be visible. For this type of 
work, you will need to apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), a building permit issued by Land 
Use and Development Services (formerly OPD) and required through the Memphis Landmarks 
Commission (MLC).   

You do not need a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for ordinary repairs, general and routine 
maintenance.  

• Routine maintenance of a building/property that does not involve altering historic fabric does 
not need approval from the MLC unless it will change the exterior appearance.  

• Ordinary maintenance and repair refer to any minor improvement to an existing building that is 
not considered an alteration, addition, relocation, or demolition and is not extensive as to 
require a building permit. 

• General maintenance or limited repairs to correct deterioration that does not involve a change 
to the design or materials of the building does not involve abrasive or destructive cleaning 
methods. This also includes any work that replaces something in a “same for same” fashion 
without any alterations. 

See the complete process for applying for a COA at ShelbyCountyTN.gov. 

In summary: In order to receive a COA, a property owner will need to submit a complete application, 
including forms, pictures of existing property/structure, a site plan, and scaled drawings of elevations, 
floor plans, and the application fee. The applicant or a designated representative will need to be present 
at the MLC meeting in order for their proposal to be considered. The MLC generally meets on the 4th 
Thursday of the month at 2pm. The meetings are currently held either in-person or virtually due to 
COVID-19 pandemic. The process for receiving a COA takes about 30 days from the time of submitting a 
complete application to receiving approval from the MLC.  

5. Does all work to the outside of my home - including work that does not require a building permit or 
is not visible from the street, require a COA? 

A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required for new construction, exterior alterations, demolition, 
and additions. Only work that is visible in whole or in part from the public street (or streets in the case of 
a corner lot) requires a COA. Generally, visibility includes all portions of the front and side elevations 
that are visible from the adjacent street or sidewalk. Areas that would be visible but are currently 
obscured by landscaping are considered to be visible.  
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Routine maintenance of a building/property that does not involve altering historic fabric does not 
require a COA unless it will change the exterior appearance. Any exterior alterations will require a COA, 
including alterations that do not require a building permit, such as replacement doors or windows.  

Click here for more information - See Appendix C from page 71 in the VEHD Design Guidelines. 

 

If a property owner within a historic district seeks a building permit for exterior work, the owner must 
receive a COA from the MLC. Please note that the Shelby County Office of Construction Code 
Enforcement will not issue a building construction permit within the district boundary without a COA. 
For more information about building permits, visit 
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33929/General-Information-about-submittals 

Click here for more information - See Illustration 1 from page 9 in the VEHD Design Guidelines. 

Determining the need for building permit and/or Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33929/General-Information-about-submittals


 

Illustration 1: (Above) Flow Chart in determining need for building permit and/or Certificate of 
Appropriateness COA, (see Appendix B & C for a more detailed project flow chart and summary of work 
requiring a COA review.)  

6. Did the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) fees recently increase? Why? 

The COA fee amounts are determined by the City of Memphis at the request of the Division of Planning 
and Development. The Memphis City Council recently voted to increase the COA fees for Memphis 
neighborhoods that have a local historic zoning overlay. Understandably, this has caused a lot of 
concern. However, ordinary home repairs for general and routine maintenance are not included. 
Applications for Exterior Alterations that are Minor, typically are handled by the Memphis Landmarks 
Commission without requiring personal appearances at public hearings. 

View the City Council’s discussion , starts at the 59:28 mark.  

The resolution and new fee schedule can be found at: 
https://shelbycountytn.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/10134. 

The COA fee schedule effective July 1, 2021, can be found at ShelbyCountyTN.gov. 

7. Let’s say I am going to replace my driveway which is old and broken with a new driveway in exactly 
the same place. What is the process that I will have to go through to get this done? 

Exterior alterations that are visible from the street will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). 
However, minor alterations might be approved without requiring the property owner to appear before 
the MLC at a public meeting. For more information, contact MLC Staff at 
brett.ragsdale@memphistn.gov  or Ayse.Tezel@memphistn.gov or call (901) 636-6619. 

8. Do I have to get a COA if I put a shed in my backyard? Or put up a picket fence between my house 
and the yard next door? 

Only work that is visible in whole or in part from the public street (or streets in the case of a corner lot) 
requires a COA. Generally, visibility includes all portions of the front and side elevations that are visible 
from the adjacent street or sidewalk. Areas that would be visible but are currently obscured by 
landscaping are considered to be visible.  

If a property owner within a historic district seeks a building permit for exterior work, the owner must 
receive a COA from the MLC. Please note that the Shelby County Office of Construction Code 

https://youtu.be/k3Il3NE9CQE
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Enforcement will not issue a building construction permit within the district boundary without a COA. 
For more information about building permits, visit 
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33929/General-Information-about-submittals 

9. If I do work that requires a COA do I have to go around to my neighbors and ask them if they 
object? 

The Memphis Landmarks Commission is required to notify adjacent property owners of work proposed 
within designated local historic districts. The MLC mails notifications to the adjacent property owners, 
which are defined as those within 150’ of the property address. In residential districts, 150' usually 
equals approximately three (3) lots on each side of the subject property or lot, as well as the lots across 
the street and to the rear of the subject property or lot.  

Neighbors and other city residents can provide written and verbal comments to the Landmarks 
Commission in support or opposition of a COA application. 

For more information, visit https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-
COA-Application?bidId=. 

10. What do we do if we suspect work is being done on a home without a COA? Who monitors 
compliance? 

The Memphis and Shelby County Division of Planning and Development’s Land Use & Development 
Services / Zoning Enforcement department is responsible for permitting, inspections, and enforcement 
of the Unified Development Code. Neighbors and other concerned citizens may report violations to the 
Division of Planning and Development Memphis Landmarks Commission Staff: 

Mr. Brett Ragsdale, Deputy Administrator – Email: brett.ragsdale@memphistn.gov 
Ms. Ayse Tezel, Preservation Planner – Email: ayse.tezel@memphistn.gov 
Phone: (901) 636-6619 

11. Will senior citizens or the disabled receive any assistance with the COA process or fees? 

The VECA Historic Committee, along with the Memphis Landmarks Commission, will gladly assist any 
property owner with the COA application process. VECA is also looking for grant funding opportunities 
and/or programs to help provide financial assistance to cover COA fees for those in need. 

12. Is the community association going to help me in any way with all this extra red-tape and 
expense? It was the community association’s idea to do this, right? 

The VECA Historic Committee will gladly assist any property owner with the COA application process. 
The MLC staff is also very helpful. VECA is also looking for grant funding opportunities and/or programs 
to help provide financial assistance to cover COA fees for those in need. 
 
VECA has at its very CORE the desire and mission to maintain its residential community, the architectural 
history, and support neighborhood preservation. We are a civic-minded community, we value these 
architectural assets built to last for generations and have sought to preserve them as integral to our 
neighborhood identity.  
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VECA became a formal community organization in the 1970’s. At the time established to help discourage 
and eliminate redlining and blockbusting that was happening by private realtors. In 1996 as part of the 
Neighborhood Preservation Initiative Grant, VECA underwent a comprehensive review of zoning. A new 
zoning plan (VECA Comprehensive Plan & VECA Comprehensive Rezoning Report) was approved and 
adopted by City Council in 1997. From 1997-2007, Thanks to many diligent residents and volunteers 
working through VECA, most of the neighborhood was successfully designated on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
 
Over the years whether it was for neighborhood planning initiatives, the Unified Development Code 
(UDC), Memphis 3.0, most recently the Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC), Land Use Control Board 
(LUCB), and Memphis City Council — VECA residents have continuously demonstrated and expressed 
their desire to help preserve the identity of this historic Memphis neighborhood.  
 
VEHD, the Historic Overlay (“Landmarks”) District zoning, will give us another tool for helping 
our neighborhood accommodate growth thoughtfully and preserve our impressive array of 
historic properties for diverse income and economic levels.  

13. How does Landmarks affect things like window and door replacements and weatherization? 

Exterior alterations that are visible from the street will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). It 
is important to know that historic windows and doors can often be repaired or upgraded to improve 
energy efficiency and occupant satisfaction.  

The common misconception that replacing windows will save as much as 50% in energy costs is simply 
not true. The windows in many historic buildings have functioned for more than 100 years and, with 
regular maintenance, will usually survive longer and work better than any replacement window. A 
replacement window does not generally pay for itself in a reasonable length of time. Unlike historic 
windows, new window assemblies cannot be repaired; they can only be replaced once again. The 
sustainable choice is to repair historic windows whenever possible. To further enhance energy saving 
qualities, a good storm window can be installed.  

Historic solid and paneled wooden doors have good thermal properties and should be retained. Ensure 
that the frames and doors have proper maintenance, regular painting, and that caulking and 
weatherstripping are applied as necessary. 

For more information, visit: 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/energy-efficiency/weatherization/windows-doors.htm. 

Central Gardens Window Restoration Guide 

https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/1955/window_restoration_presentation7.pdf 

14. I am interested in solar power for my home. What effect does Landmarks have on me? 

Exterior alterations that are visible from the street will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). 
VECA supports green technologies and modern advances that were not available during the historic 
neighborhood’s development. Solar panels, antennae, satellite dishes and other roof equipment shall be 
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placed where they are not visible from the street, if possible and do not extend higher than the existing 
building. As new technologies integrate solar panels into roofing materials that look more like 
historically appropriate roofing materials, these will be preferred when visible from the street. 

15. Do exterior alterations to the front of my house for programs like “Aging In Place” require a COA? 

VECA enthusiastically supports the Habitat for Humanity’s “Aging In Place” program. However, any 
exterior alterations visible from the street will require a COA. VECA’s Design Guidelines strive to be 
practical. The guidelines do not dictate solutions; rather, they define a range of appropriate responses 
to a given design.  

Section 8.3 of the Design Guidelines indicates that necessary alterations such as handicapped ramps 
should be done in such a way that if the alteration were removed later, the original form and character 
of the building or structure would still be evident. An alteration should not damage historic features, 
details, or materials.  

16. Does Landmarks designation impede or improve commercial development in any way? 

A major goal of the Landmarks district is to strengthen the local business environment and commercial 
development by improving the quality of the built environment and by making the V&E neighborhood a 
more desirable place to live, work, and play. One of VECA’s unique characteristics is its historic 
commercial nodes. Research shows that many new businesses want to be located in old buildings.  
  
VECA’s design guidelines apply to all new construction projects, and rehabilitations, renovations, and 
exterior alterations, including signage, to commercial and institutional structures. 

17. What effect does the designation have on my property value and my property taxes? 

One goal of Landmarks designation is to stabilize and improve property values. Property taxes are set by 
the Memphis City Council and the Shelby County Commission, based on assessment values as certified 
by the Shelby County Assessor. For more information about property taxes, visit 
https://www.shelbycountytrustee.com/105/Tax-Rates and 
https://www.memphistn.gov/government/finance/tax-information/. 

Studies across the nation have documented that, where local historic districts are established, property 
values at the very least are stabilized where they might have been previously declining. A 2003 report 
conducted for the City of Memphis and Memphis Landmarks Commission by Rutgers University Center 
for Urban Policy Research titled "Preservation Makes Dollars & Sense: The Economic Impact of Historic 
Preservation in Memphis, Tennessee," concluded that “Preservation makes dollars and sense. The 
economic impact of historic preservation on Memphis is not only significant; it is substantial.” 
Researchers compared ten neighborhoods of similar housing stock, size, and history. Five were 
designated as either locally-zoned historic districts or as National Register historic districts. The other 
five had no designation.  

Another study published in 2005 on historic districts in Memphis, titled “Gracing the Land of Elvis and 
Beale Street : Historic Designation and Property Values in Memphis” by N. Edward Coulson and 
Michael L. Lahr in Real Estate Economics analyzed appreciation rates across comparable designated and 
undesignated neighborhoods in Memphis, Tennessee. According to the authors, “…we find that 
properties in neighborhoods designated historical by the Memphis Landmarks Commission had 
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appreciation rates above those in other similar neighborhoods. We also find that new properties benefit 
as much, perhaps even more, than older properties from being in a historic district.” 

According to a 2005 report by the Tennessee Preservation Trust, “Banking on Tennessee’s History: The 
Economic Value of Historic Preservation to the People of Tennessee” noted that Chattanooga and 
Memphis received the highest number of visitors interested in historic places.  

18. Will the money we pay to the City in higher taxes and fees be used to improve our area? 

COA fee amounts are determined by the City of Memphis at the request of Land Use and Development 
Services [formerly Office of Planning & Development (OPD)]. The City of Memphis uses a fee-based 
system to fund its Land Use and Development Services. 

Land Use and Development Services processes and analyzes applications for zoning changes, subdivision 
of property, Certificates of Appropriateness (COA’s) in the historic districts, and other land development 
actions throughout Memphis and Shelby County. Land Use and Development Services reviews all 
building permits & COA’s for exterior work.  Learn more here: https://www.develop901.com 

The Memphis Landmarks Commission specifically oversees Memphis communities who have a local 
historic zoning overlay. If a property owner within a historic district seeks a building permit for exterior 
work, the owner must receive a COA from the MLC. The COA fee schedule effective July 1, 2021, can be 
found at ShelbyCountyTN.gov 

For more information about how property taxes are calculated, visit 
https://www.assessormelvinburgess.com/content?key=CalculateAssess 

19. Does being in the Landmarks district make it hard for me to sell my home? 

Landmarks designation makes the district more desirable to serious home buyers who want to live in an 
historic neighborhood and invest in renovating a historic home. Landmarks designation might make it 
harder to sell your home to an investor or developer who wants to flip or demolish it for speculative 
purposes. Landmarks district properties have been proven to appreciate over time. VECA’s homes are 
well built and have features that are not available in new homes or are not affordable to build anymore - 
conventional foundations, great millwork, basements, etc. 

20. Does Landmarks designation do anything about the vacant, boarded-up homes in our community? 

The Blight Authority of Memphis, Inc. (BAM) is a nonprofit corporation authorized by the Memphis City 
Council to convert vacant, abandoned, foreclosed or tax delinquent properties into productive use, to 
reduce blight, to increase property values, and to improve the quality of life in Memphis neighborhoods. 

Memphis 311 is your source for reporting a variety of issues, ranging from potholes, abandoned 
vehicles, high weeds on vacant lots and non-vacant lots, curbside trash to faulty traffic signals and 
derelict and abandoned homes. 311 makes it easy to submit service requests online, and gives you the 
ability to track their progress too. 

Below is the Memphis 311 contact information: 
Phone: (901) 636-6500, Monday – Friday 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

http://www.tennesseepreservationtrust.org/resources/economics-of-preservation
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Or, you can report these types of issues on your cell phone by downloading the Memphis 311 app from 
the Apple store or the Google Play store. 

City Street Signs! To report an issue with missing or damaged street signs, or issues with pavement 
markings, you can contact 311 or call (901) 528-2937. 

City Street Lights! Have you noticed streetlights not working properly? Call (901) 820-7878 to report a 
streetlight outage or to inquire about a previously reported streetlight outage. You can also file a report 
online at the link below. 

https://service.mlgw.org/streetlightoutage/streetlight_outage_report.php 

Safety Best Practices! Follow and stay up-to-date with best security practices by attending the Crump 
Station Neighborhood Watch Meetings. They are held the 1st Tuesday of every month from 6 PM – 7 
PM. 

Contact Melanie Dorsey, Crump Station Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 
Email: Melanie.Dorsey@memphistn.gov 
Phone: (901) 636-4630 

If you see suspicious activity or have a property crime committed, no matter how small, please report 
these to the police using the non-emergency number 545-COPS. 

If you would like to request additional patrols when you are seeing an uptick in incidents, you can also 
call the front desk at (901) 636-4600. 

In addition, VECA's Blight Busters Committee promotes a well-maintained living environment seeking to 
identify and address options for taking care of neglected properties that violate city codes and pose a 
danger to our neighborhood. Email veca901@gmail.com to learn more about their efforts or to join the 
committee. 

Landmarks designation does not specifically address blighted buildings, but in general, it can make a 
neighborhood more desirable for investment and restoration of abandoned buildings. 

It is good to also know about other resources that can help maintain VECA and our City’s Appeal! 

21. How did this project come about?  

Local Landmarks Designation has been an ongoing community discussion and process since 2018. View 
the History of Landmarks Engagement Here. This document takes you on a visual journey from VECA’s 
early civic engagement in 1970 to our National Historic Register designation in the mid-90’s, to VECA’s 
most recent pursuit of Local Landmarks Designation. 

The Local Landmarks Designation process that VECA has been involved in has been widely reported in 
the local media. Read our compilation of articles and reports here. 

2018, 2019, 2020: Local Landmarks Designation was a topic on the agenda at each VECA Annual 
Membership Meeting. 

In 2019, VECA conducted EIGHT “Landmarking VECA” public “in-person” meetings at area churches 
February 2 & 16 and March 2 & 16, each session represented one of VECA's four quadrants thanks to a 

https://veca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d09acd4b571f4f53c00b6ac9&id=b96bc7019d&e=252e2e54c6
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grant awarded from Community Lift. The sessions were repeated at the VECA Welcome Center on April 
6 & 20 and May 4 & 18. And in October, VECA was awarded a TN Historical Commission Preservation 
Grant that funded the writing of our design guidelines, to be completed by September 2020.  
 
A number of Local Landmarks Designation Public Meetings held in 2020. You can review the notes from 
each of the meetings below: 

May 7, 2020 Meeting Notes 

August 6, 2020 Meeting Notes 

August 20, 2020 Meeting Notes 

A brief timeline of the process toward achieving VEHD - the establishment of the Vollintine Evergreen 
neighborhood as a historic overlay district: 

December 17, 2020:  Memphis Landmarks Commission approved a motion to hold VECA’s application 
for one month. 

January 28, 2021: Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC) approved VECA’s request for Local 
Landmarks’ historic designation. 

March 11, 2021: Land Use Control Board (LUCB) approved a motion to remand VECA’s application back 
to the Memphis Landmarks Commission to add Greenview Circle & Hunter Avenue.  

April 29, 2021: Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC) approved VECA’s request to include Greenview 
Circle and Hunter Avenue in VEHD.  

May 13, 2021: Land Use Control Board (LUCB) approved VECA’s application for a historic zoning overlay. 

June 15, 2021: First reading of Case No. VEHD Ordinance 5789 before Memphis City Council (Approved). 

July 6, 2021: Second Reading of Case No. VEHD Ordinance 5789 before Memphis City Council 
(Approved). 

July 20, 2021: Third & Final Reading/Public Hearing of Case No. VEHD Ordinance 5789 before Memphis 
City Council (Approved). 

22. How were the boundaries for the Landmarks District chosen? 

The boundaries were based on and set in alignment with VECA’s bylaws:  

“ARTICLE IV: Area The Vollintine Evergreen area is bounded on the north by Cypress Creek, on the west 
by Watkins, on the south by North Parkway, and on the east by Springdale Street and Rhodes College. 
Both sides of all boundary streets are considered part of Vollintine Evergreen.” 

http://veca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/VE-Community-Workshop-5-7-20.pdf
https://veca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/VE-Community-Workshop-8-6-20.pdf
https://veca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/VE-Community-Workshop-3-Slides-8-20-20.pdf


Neighborhood boundaries and Landmarks District zone overlays are different. Neighborhoods define 
themselves. VECA did so on historic development patterns. Historic Landmarks Districts are a Zone 
overlay and carry building code design requirements and are voted in as an “ordinance” by City Council. 

VECA’s Landmarks District boundaries do vary from our Neighborhood Association definition of 
boundaries. Evergreen Historic District (since 1990) covers both sides of North Parkway. Speedway 
Terrace Historic District (since 2018) covers the west side of North Watkins Street from North Parkway 
to Jackson Avenue. 

Sharing Landmarks Districts along our neighborhood boundaries has precedent. It has never been an 
issue for us as a neighborhood with Evergreen Historic and we are pleased Speedway Terrace became a 
Landmarks District.  

Per the request of Evergreen Gardens residents at the March 11, 2021, Land Use Control Board (LUCB) 
meeting and subsequent approval at both the April 29, 2021, MLC meeting and May 13, 2021, LUCB 
meeting; the Vollintine-Evergreen Historic Overlay (“Landmarks”) District (VEHD) now also includes 
Greenview Circle and Hunter Avenue.  

The VEHD area is roughly bound by Cypress Creek & Hunter Avenue to the North, University & 
Springdale Streets to the East, North Parkway & Jackson Avenue to the South, and North Watkins Street 
to the West.  

23. All of this is so confusing! Who do I contact for more information? 

We understand, it’s a lot to digest. But we hope you agree that the benefits outweigh the bureaucracy. 
We are here to help. Please be in touch with the key contacts listed above for more information. We 
encourage you to email vecahistoric@gmail.com before beginning your project. We are here to help! 

https://dailymemphian.com/article/20598/evergreen-circle-veca-historic-overlay-lucb
https://dailymemphian.com/article/20598/evergreen-circle-veca-historic-overlay-lucb
mailto:vecahistoric@gmail.com
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